CHRISTIANITY AND   ISLAM

detail: indeed, to secure a more general
appreciation of this point is the object of
the present work.

The relationship of the Qoran to Chris-
tianity has been already noted : it was a
book which preached rather than taught and
enounced isolated laws but no connected
system. Islam was a clear and simple war-
cry betokening merely a recognition of Arab
supremacy, of the unity of God and of
Muhammed's prophetic mission. But in a
few centuries Islam became a complex
religious structure, a confusion of Greek
philosophy and Roman law, accurately
regulating every department of human
life from the deepest problems of morality
to the daily use of the toothpick, and the
fashions of dress and hair. This change
from the simplicity of the founder's religious
teaching to a system of practical morality
often wholly divergent from primitive
doctrine, is a transformation which all the
34